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economic justice. While an assassin may have 
felled the Dreamer; the dream of Dr. King still 
lives in the hearts and minds of people of 
goodwill everywhere in the world. 

In these tough economic times, it is impor-
tant to remember the message Dr. King es-
poused—non-violence, determination, peace, 
and justice. These values have seen us 
through the tumultuous uproar of the 1960s 
and continue to persevere today. 

Dr. King’s words not only inspired social 
movements in the United States, but were a 
heavy influence in Poland, the nations of east-
ern and central Europe, and more recently in 
Egypt and Tunisia. 

Dr. King, Jr., recognized that the struggle for 
civil rights and workers’ rights were inex-
tricably linked. Both required that the basic 
rights of all people are equal and ought to be 
honored equally, whether by an employer or 
by the United States government. It is by the 
light of his example that we should confront 
the hardships that face this generation of 
American citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in celebrating the gift of hope that Dr. King 
gave to so many and to remember the dream 
that he so eloquently articulated. We remem-
ber Dr. King’s sacrifice and resolve to keep his 
dream alive through tolerance, altruism and 
community service. 
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CONTINUING AVIATION AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION PRO-
GRAMS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 
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Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased that the House of Representatives 
this week passed legislation to continue vital 
aviation and surface transportation programs 
while Congress completes a comprehensive, 
long-term reauthorization of the Federal Avia-
tion Act. Importantly, the temporary extension 
contains no negative policy provisions, reduc-
tions in funding, or political grandstanding. 
Rather, it is a clean extension until mid-Feb-
ruary. 

Aviation and surface transportation pro-
grams represent critical elements of our econ-
omy. The current extension avoids another 
Republican-led shut down, as occurred last 
summer—a shutdown that jeopardized the 
jobs of tens of thousands of workers and re-
sulted in hundreds of millions of dollars in lost 
revenue. I also am very pleased that the 
House of Representatives appointed con-
ferees so that Congress can complete the 
long-term reauthorization of the important pro-
grams related to the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration. Our nation enjoys one of the best and 
strongest aviation systems in the world; Con-
gress must do our part to update and 
strengthen our aviation laws in a permanent 
way to provide economic and workforce secu-
rity and safety related to air transportation. A 
full reauthorization will improve the safety, effi-
ciency and competitiveness of our aviation 
system. 

MATTOON HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
STUDENTS SELECTED FOR ALL- 
STATE 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Sarah Bradbury, Brittney 
Evans, and Megan Schuler for their accom-
plishments in the Mattoon High School band. 
They have been selected to the All-State Con-
cert Band and the All-State Orchestra. 
Bradbury, on French horn, will play with the 
All-State Concert Band while Evans, oboe, 
and Schuler, trombone, will play with the All- 
State orchestra. The three will represent the 
Mattoon High School Pride of the Green Wave 
Band Program at the Illinois Music Educators 
Association All-State Conference in Peoria. 
Rehearsals and performances will take place 
from Wednesday to Saturday. 

This is the highest honor for a junior or sen-
ior musician to accomplish; each participant 
went through a tough audition back in Octo-
ber. ‘‘Of the tens of thousands of musicians 
throughout the state, 300 winds and percus-
sionists are selected from nine districts to par-
ticipate in the two All-State Concert Bands and 
Orchestras.’’ 

The Mattoon High School Pride of the 
Green Wave band is directed by Todd Black 
and James Stanford. I would like to further 
congratulate these directors on a job well 
done; everyone’s family, community, and 
school are extremely proud of the accomplish-
ments of Sarah, Brittney, and Megan. 
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WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL 
PRAYER ACT OF 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today the 
House considered the World War II Memorial 
Prayer Act, which I cosponsored and was 
pleased to vote in favor of. The bill directs the 
U.S. Department of the Interior to include 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s prayer with 
the nation on D–Day at the World War II Me-
morial in Washington, DC. 

It is not possible to overstate the importance 
of D–Day in World War II, or the enormity of 
the battle the 160,000 Allied troops faced. The 
victory there allowed 100,000 soldiers to start 
to march across Europe to defeat Hitler and 
the Nazi forces. The battle came with an enor-
mous cost; 9,000 soldiers were killed or 
wounded, including thousands of American 
troops there to help liberate Europe and win 
the war. 

At home, as the battle was being waged on 
the beaches of Normandy, President Roo-
sevelt led the nation in a prayer over the 
radio. The moving prayer concluded with 
these words: 

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over 
the unholy forces of our enemy. Help us to 
conquer the apostles of greed and racial arro-
gances. Lead us to the saving of our country, 
and with our sister nations into a world 

unity that will spell a sure peace—a peace 
invulnerable to the schemings of unworthy 
men. And a peace that will let all of men live 
in freedom, reaping the just rewards of their 
honest toil. Thy will be done, Almighty God. 
Amen. 

As the author of the original legislation to 
create the World War II Memorial, I think it is 
fitting to include President Roosevelt’s prayer 
at the Memorial grounds. The prayer is not 
only important historically, but it allows us to 
honor those for whom the country was pray-
ing, but also those at home who were com-
forted by this prayer. 

It will be 25 years ago next month that an 
important question was posed to me at a fish 
fry in Jerusalem Township, Ohio, by a World 
War II veteran, Roger Durbin. Mr. Durbin was 
a veteran of World War II and he wanted to 
know why there was no memorial for the war 
in our nation’s capital. We set to work to-
gether, and 17 years later the nation dedi-
cated the World War II Memorial on the Na-
tional Mall in Washington, DC. Unfortunately, 
Roger passed away before the dedication. But 
I am sure he would be pleased with the pas-
sage of this bill here today. 
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL SCHOOL 
CHOICE WEEK 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize January 22–28, 2012, as National 
School Choice Week. Our children are the fu-
ture of this great Nation, and they should be 
able to attend the highest-quality schools pos-
sible. Improving the quality of education and 
expanding access to highly effective schools is 
an important step toward ensuring that all of 
our children receive the best possible edu-
cation in America. 

This week, more than 400 events will be 
held in all 50 states to advance and support 
school choice. Tens of thousands of Ameri-
cans will be taking part in these events includ-
ing parents, teachers, and guardians respon-
sible for taking care of our Nation’s children. 
America is blessed to have a multitude of 
high-quality public schools, public charter 
schools, and nonpublic schools, as well as 
many high-quality teaching professionals who 
are committed to educating our children. 

This past year, my home State of Indiana 
enacted meaningful and comprehensive edu-
cation reform that provides parents with the 
freedom to make sure their child gets the best 
education possible. And last year I was proud 
to support Speaker BOEHNER’s Scholarships 
for Opportunity and Results Act (H.R. 471) 
when it passed the House of Representatives. 
The SOAR Act allows for education scholar-
ships to be provided to children in the District 
of Columbia so that they can receive a high 
quality education regardless of their race or in-
come status in society. Research dem-
onstrates conclusively and consistently that 
providing children with multiple schooling op-
tions improves academic performance and pa-
rental satisfaction. 

And so I rise today in strong support of Na-
tional School Choice Week because I support 
empowering parents with school choice. Every 
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